
REINDEER SAFARI
a participatory performance

Reindeer Safari is a collective wayfaring performance for 
20-100 participants in three phases:

         Reindeer Introduction
         an instruction of three hours about reindeer
         Reindeer Safari
         the wayfaring of several hours in semi-urban landscape
         Reindeer Round Up
         discussion about experiences

The performance is intended to take place in a 
semi-urban landscape where authentic reindeer might 
also visit. The participants of Reindeer Safari form a herd, 
which moves according the natural rules that correspond 
to the group behavior of reindeer. The herd decides 
autonomously on its itinerary and the rhythm of 
its wayfaring. For example, one of the rules is that
the participants are not aloud to chat – reindeer 
are very quiet animals, and they utter sounds only 
to inform the herd when extremely threatened.

The members of the organizing group survey the way-
faring, document it, and take care of the needs of 
participants. The goal is to restore the urban land-
scape to a state of nature by observing it from the 
point of view of a semi-domestic, semi-wild herd ani-
mal – a reindeer. The transition from human experi-
ence into reindeer experience is acquired step-by-step.

Reindeer Safari is organized as collective’s own 
production as well as commissioned production.

OTHER SPACES (Toisissa tiloissa) is a Helsinki based 
performing arts collective since 2004. The aim of the
collective is to create collective physical exercises 
through which people can visit “other spaces”, i.e. enter in
contact with the modes of being and experience 
other than human. The activities of the collective vary 
from practical demonstrations and public workshops 
to thematic, experimental productions. The
convenor of the group is Esa Kirkkopelto.

CONTACT INFORMATION
www.toisissatiloissa.net
esa.kirkkopelto@teak.fi

& telephone +358 40 079 25 94
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The activities of a reindeer herd can be roughly divided 
into two different periods: wayfaring and pasturing. Food 
is provided for participants on natural pasturing rests. 
While wayfaring the reindeer always seeks the most flat 
and easy route. When reindeer are in peaceful area they 
often co-operate in an admirable discipline. The reindeer 
drift generally in a queue, silently and without attracting 
any attention, leaving only narrow paths behind.

The first demo about Reindeer Safari was organized on 
3rd Oct 2010 in Helsinki, as part of the contemporary 
theater festival /theatre.now. The wayfaring took six hours.


